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Sir David Attenborough OM, CH, CVO, CBE, FRS is Britain’s best-known natural history film-maker. His career as a naturalist
and broadcaster has spanned nearly five decades, and he has produced several landmark BBC series, which have introduced
millions of people to the wonders of the natural world.

Born in London in 1926, and educated at Clare College, Cambridge, he joined the BBC as a trainee in 1952 and launched the first of his
influential Zoo Quest series in 1954.

In 1965, he became Controller of BBC2, and after four years, during which the channel became the first in Europe to broadcast in colour, he was
appointed Director of Programmes, responsible for both BBC TV channels.

He resigned in 1973 to return to programme making, and in 1976 began work on the first of his major projects, Life on Earth, which aired in 1979.

He followed this with other landmark series, The Living Planet (1984), The Trials of Life (1990), The Private Life of Plants (1995), Life of Birds
(1998), Life of Mammals (2002), Life in the Undergrowth (2005), and Life in Cold Blood (2008).

Sir David’s lecture will centre on archival film about Welsh naturalist Alfred Russel Wallace’s ocean voyage to the Malay Archipelago and his
pioneering observations of the bird of paradise. Sir David has described Wallace as “one of the greatest of all field naturalists”.




Alfred Russel Wallace was one of the great naturalists of the
19th century and is regarded as the period’s leading expert
on the geographical distribution of animal species.

He was also a prolific author, an explorer and social critic — and was
indeed one of the most famous people in the world at the time.

Today he is best known for independently conceiving the theory of
evolution by natural selection, which prompted Charles Darwin to
publish On the Origin of Species.

Bornin Llanbadoc near Usk on January 8th 1823, he died on November
7th 1913. The University is marking the centenary of his death with
a series of special events, starting with this Hadyn Ellis Distinguished
Lecture.

Wallace conducted extensive fieldwork, first in the Amazon River basin
and then in the Malay Archipelago, where he identified the Wallace
Line that divides the Indonesian archipelago into two distinct parts:
northern in which the animals are largely of Asian origin, and southern
where the origins are Australasian.

As one of the leading evolutionary thinkers of the 19th century, he
made significant contributions to the development of evolutionary
theory, including the concept of warning colouration in animals, and
the Wallace effect - a hypothesis that natural selection can contribute
to the reproductive isolation of incipient species by evolving barriers
against hybridization.

Away from science, Wallace was an advocate of spiritualism and a
critic of many aspects of the social and economic system at the time.
He was also one of the first prominent scientists to raise concerns
about man’s impact on the environment.

A lecture theatre in the University’s Main Building is named in honour
of Wallace.









The Waterloo Foundation

The Waterloo Foundation is an independent charitable Trust, based in Wales, with
specific funding interests under four main programmes: World Development, Wales, Child
Development and Environment.

Through its Environment fund, the Foundation supports projects which can help mitigate the damaging
effects that humans are having on the environment. The fund has two main themes: Marine (support for
projects working to halt declining fish stocks) and Tropical Forests (support for projects protecting tropical
rain forest, principally through avoided deforestation).

Size of Wales

The Waterloo Foundation has been a key supporter of the Size of Wales campaign since
its inception in 2010. It aims to bring everyone in Wales together to help sustain an area
of tropical forest the size of Wales as part of a national response to climate change.

Size of Wales encourages the people of Wales to take positive action and help protect an area of
rainforest equivalent to the size of our nation.

On 1st March 2013 Size of Wales reached its initial target of raising £2M to help protect an area of
rainforest equivalent to the size of Wales. Supporters of Size of Wales, of which Cardiff University is
one, are linked directly to forest projects and communities assisting sustainable management of forest
resources helping to reduce global carbon emissions.

Size of Wales is chaired by Peter Davies, Sustainable Futures Commissioner for Wales. The project has
recently secured funding support from the Welsh Government, under their Wales for Africa and Climate
Change programmes.

Development and Alumni Relations

For more than 125 years, Cardiff University has tackled the biggest issues in society, through
its research, teaching and public engagement.

The University makes a real difference to people’s lives by pushing back the frontiers of human knowledge
across the academic disciplines from health to the environment to culture. The quality of our work is
recognised by the support we receive from government agencies, international organisations and businesses.

However, we still rely on donations from individual and organisational supporters. More than 3,000 people
have already supported us with gifts to help fund research, scholarships and facilities.

If you feel you could help us with a gift, no matter how small, or would like to learn more about our fundraising
programme, visit www.cardiff.ac.uk/giving or contact our Development and Fundraising Office on
02920 876727, or email donate@cardiff.ac.uk

Cardiff University is a registered charity. No. 1136855
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Cardiff University has a thriving postgraduate community of
more than 7,000 students from more than 100 countries. Our
three Colleges offer a variety of research and taught postgraduate
programmes, including over 200 taught courses and 140 areas for
postgraduate research across a wide range of subjects.

Postgraduate research students have the opportunity to work alongside
and learn from leading researchers in their field, often on cutting-edge,
interdisciplinary research, while our extensive and innovative portfolio
of postgraduate taught programmes reflects the latest research and
developments.

Many of our taught programmes provide the opportunity for flexible learning,
from full-time and traditional part-time study to modular Continuing
Professional Development courses and distance learning courses.

The University offers a number of competitive studentships, including more
than 200 fully-funded PhDs per year and a range of scholarships for taught
courses.

Our Graduate Centre provides a focal point for the broader taught and
research community and hosts a programme of social events.

For further information on postgraduate study, visit:

Cardiff University hosts public events throughout the academic year,
ranging from public lectures to exhibitions and from open days to concerts.
Events are usually free to attend, but it may be necessary to book in advance.

For information on forthcoming events, visit:
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